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IT’S WET, IT’S WILD, IT’S WINDY!!
By GILL CARTER
Photos TED
HUGHES and
AYSHIA BEEKMAN
Down at the
beautiful off site
activity of Wet, Wild
& Windy, the Scouts
made a huge
splash in each of
the water-themed
bases. This is the
perfect way to
cool off in the heat
and it gives Scouts
the opportunity to
try activities such
as sailing, paddle
boarding, aqua
park and of course
the 10m tall, 30m
long and 420kg
beast that is the
inflatable water

4

slide.
Daisy from Unit
209 said “I had so
much fun splashing
in the water with
my friends.” Patrick,
Alice and Mathena
from Unit 239 all
had a great time at
the paddle boards
and while sailing. “I
paid my friend $4
to use the paddle
board!” said Alice.
Cassie from Unit
229 is here for her
second Jamboree.
She was most
excited about the
water slide: “It’s a
massive drop from
the top compared
to how it looks at
the bottom. Once
you go down there’s

a big splash at the
end and you want
to go again!”
“Just look out there
at the Scouts on
the aqua park” said
Davo Bryar, the
Leader in charge
of the event. “As
Leaders, we want
to see the Scouts
enjoy growing
up in a safe
environment.”
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HAVE
YOUR
SAY!
Email stories,
photos and
questions for DLC to:
dlc@vicjam.com.au

GOING UP OR GOING DOWN...?
VERTICAL WORLD HAS GOT YOU
COVERED

Mission Critical Info

Story and photos SETH LOCKWOOD

WHAT’S ON
tonight

WEATHER

or not?

VicJam Arena – New Year’s Eve Party
7.30 pm Pro DJs
9 pm
Fireworks
9.30 pm Quiet music
10.30 pm – 12.15 am
Music, Kahoot,
games. More fireworks at midnight

Club EXP

7.45 pm Movie: School of Rock

Village Green

7 pm
VicJam Radio Night Shift; Badge
Club open

tomorrow

Activity Departures (Last Bus)
(Lunch pickup, 30 minutes before departure)
7.30 am Bicycle Adventure,
Underground Adventures,
Climate Captains
7.45 am Rock Climbing, Amazing Race
8 am
Echuca Explorer (Units 101-204)
8.15 am Hiking & Biking
8.30 am Paddle Away;
Venturers: Mornington Magical Tour
		
Scuba School
8.45 am Funfields (Units 101-142)
9 am
Funfields (Units 201-246)
9.15 am Ski, Swim & Skim
9.30 am Echuca Explorer (Units 205-246);
Venturers: Best of the Bay,
		
Top Gear,
		
Bendigo Explorer

Village Green

8- 9 am Coffee and food trucks open
9 am – 6 pm
Scout Shop
10 am – 9.30 pm My World – chill out zone.
10 am
Heritage & Badge Club open

tomorrow night

VOX POP

Elmore
Hot and mostly
Sunny, a top
of 39 and a
low of 20

Ballarat: Hot and
sunny, a top of 35
Echuca: Partly
cloudy, a top of 39
Shepparton: Mostly
sunny, a top of 39
Mt Martha: Passing
clouds, a top of 31
Anglesea: Partly
cloudy, a top of 29

Bendigo: Mostly
sunny with a light
breeze, a top of 38,

Kanto Region:
Torrential rain, a top
of 15

January 1

What did you forget to pack?
By BREE INGRAM
Photos SETH LOCKWOOD

At VicJam, vertical means both up and
down.
For more than 2 years, a large team
has been working together to create
Vertical World; a one-stop shop for rock
climbing, abseiling, and caving.
With a design phase starting in
November 2019 and construction starting
this December, Vertical World has been
created with help from experts such
as Colin Walker, Scouts Victoria’s rock
climbing and abseiling team, and the crew
from WA.
Ian Barnard and his incredible
team have been busy creating the
new underground overground caving
experience - a first for a major Scouting
event in Australia
They had been thinking about it for 4 ½

years - when they were offered a spot at
Vertical World they dived straight in.
It’s all the experience of a cave brought
to the surface with their movable, durable,
homemade cave. This caving experience
is all you could want; from stalactites and
stalagmites, to splits in the path to choose
your own adventure. This won’t be the only
time you see it either, the caving team are
hoping to bring the setup to a lot of future
big events.
As well as setting up, our Vertical World
team have been training daily to support
Scouts using the walls, belaying, teaching,
and much more behind the scenes.
The flying foxes are supported
by ballast donated by local business
Mawson’s Quarry, and the gravel will be
put to good use after VicJam to resurface
the Elmore Events Centre roads. Royal
Wolf helped to install the containers.

I Forgot...

OPENING CEREMONY:
START WITH A BLAST!

By GILL CARTER
Photos RYAN HOLMES and SETH LOCKWOOD

It’s official! VicJam has been well and truly kicked into gear by an
incredible Opening Ceremony. Scouts of all ages were treated to
a magnificent line-up including a live band, flag break, a musical
theatre performance, fireworks, and a DJ set. The cast were just
as excited as the audience as they went through quick costume
changes and impressive stunts.
For Venturer cast member Sophie, the best scene in the show
is the Final Countdown. Dancer Stephanie is here for the whole
Jamboree and says “We’ve come here to meet you friends!”
Erica is a Venturer who is trained in the art of aerialism. She
was one of the talented people spinning and flipping on a hoop
suspended above the stage was Venturer and aerialist Erica. She
enjoyed being able to return to performing for live audiences and is
looking forward to the rest of Jamboree and other upcoming gigs.
Comperes were Scouts Tom and Freya and Venturer Thomas.
Thomas says that the director and writers of the show really put
a lot of love into the script, like it was their baby. It’s his first time in
front of a large crowd; in the past he has only performed in school
productions. He says “It’s easy to complain about the heat and the
dust during the Jamboree but afterwards you look back on it fondly.”
The live action-packed show had everyone on the edge of their
seats right from the beginning. It was the perfect way to celebrate
the long-awaited start of VicJam. We cannot wait to see what other
amazing entertainment there is to come.

Jackson, Unit 237
…to bring another pair of shoes.

James, Unit 227
…my hat.

Reflections What Went Well?
Here’s a routine guaranteed to help you
have a happier Jamboree. Before you go
to bed think of three things that went well
today. They don’t have to be huge events
– maybe the dinner wash up got finished
on time so you could go to the arena. And
for each one, think about WHY they went
well. What did you – or other VicJam team
members - DO to make things go well?
This works even better if you write them
down somewhere. This is a routine that is
scientifically proven to help you feel happier.
(If you’re sceptical, come to the DLC office
and I can show you the citations!)

Indigo, Unit 101
…my stretcher.

Maxwell, Unit 116
…sunscreen…

VicJam Arena

Market Day JamBucks

7.30 pm Mystery Guest Artist, supported by
‘Teenage Dads’

Club EXP

7.45 pm Movie: Sonic the Hedgehog

Nathan, Unit 101
…my dilly bag.

ONE J-BUCKS

Atticus, Unit 102
… my lunch… almost.

VicJam - Gamer Points

1

Earn gamer points, win a big
prize.
Saturday is Festival Day is
Market Day is Visitors Day
Each Unit will run a market
stall to earn as many gamer
points or J-Bucks as you can.
Sub-camp 1 will run their
stalls in the morning (9-12)
and Sub-camp 2 are their
patrons, and in the afternoon
(1.30-4.30) Sub-camp 2 will
run their stalls.
Each Unit starts with a
bundle of 200 J-Bucks to
spend with other stalls.

Visitors will also be given
J-Bucks to enjoy your Market
Day activities.
Units should bring their
total cash to Program Admin
by 4.30 pm for the official
weigh in, and the winning Unit
will be announced at 5 pm on
the Village Stage.
The prize for the winning
Unit is a $10 Snowgum
voucher for each Unit member
(Scouts and Leaders) plus
a bonus 40 minutes for the
whole Unit at the Splatball
range.

Quote of the day
I just had two milkshakes and an apple
yesterday.
I am literally fading away.
Ducky
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READY PLAYER 1
VICJAM BOOTS UP

Annika, Lucy, Chloe and Kasey

Shane interviews the
crowd
LEFT: Southe of the (Victorian)
border; CENTRE: The mosh pit:
William, Ludvig, and Owen, 204 and
Evan,490; RIGHT: Freya reacts
Shane and Tom
You can stand under my umbrella, ella, ella

Talisin, 141, rocking out at the opening
ceremony

Watching the fireworks

Mitchell wows the crowd

Opening ceremony panorama

Coelon, Michelle and Ella W, 127
Freya, Emily, Tom and Tom hit the button to start VicJam.

The nosebleed section.

Photos: Ayshia Beekman, Vanessa Ham, Ryan Holmes, Ted
Hughes, Collette Lark, Andrew McGrail, Adam Patching,
Melanie Soklevski, Phill Stevens, Jayne Travan
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Subcamp HQs

By AMY GRAHAM
Photos HANNAH TOOLEY

Looking for a gas bottle swap or
life advice? The Subcamp HQs
are the place to go.
Sub Camp 1 is located on
the corner of Boss Boulevard
and Laggy Lane. Pop in if you
need something, and why
not try guess the name of the
platypus?

Sub Camp 2 is near Gate 8
on Pac Man Place. They have
an elusive wombat mascot and
a nice view of the arena.
Be sure to say hi to
Subcamp 1 Chief Johann ‘Yok’
Anderson and Subcamp 2 Chief
Joan Dillon when you see them.

VicJam in the news

VicJam Unit Leader and Deputy Marketing Director Ollie Pateras
was interviewed on Chanel Nein News.

B

Briefs

Going off-site by bus? Don’t forget
sunscreen, water, hat, snacks from your
Unit, lunch from the Lunch Mart, and your
LANYARD for scanning out and back.
Remember: it’s the (Scout) law to wear
masks indoors - including on buses!
JSLs: did you know there is unlimited ice at
the south end of the Supermarket. Check
with the Supermarket team first.
It is critical for good hygiene, food handling
etc that everyone washes their hands with
soap and water before handling food,
before serving food, before eating, and
after the toilet. Hand sanitiser is OK only
when soap and water are not available.
Leaders, Scouts, and parents: your
JamStan login (for menu, recipers, program
etc) is vicjam plus your unit number, and
the password is your JSL’s membership
number, eg vicjam.789 then 000001. (Your
JSL may have changed their password –
that’s OK – and should share that instead.)
The JamStan app is now live in the Apple
store. Coming soon for Android.

Daily
Doggo

@ the Scout Shop
By GILL CARTER
Photo VANESSA HAM
Meet today’s doggo - a friendly pooch is a
schnoodle named Huey.
A schnoodle is a mix of a schnauzer and
a poodle.
Huey is on an unplanned holiday,
hanging out in the break room of the Scout
Shop.
His family had organised a dog sitter
while they were at VicJam, but the person
they asked unfortunately got Covid.
So, at the last minute, they had to bring
Huey to VicJam.
ADMIN: please check Huey’s distemper
and parvovirus shots in Operoo, and
whether he has achieved Milestone 1.

Badge Swapping Ettiquette
By BREE INGRAM
Photo ADAM PATCHING
Badge swapping is an important part of any Jamboree, and
VicJam is no different.
Experienced badge swappers Lawrie, Aran, and Lorraine explain
badge swapping as a simple process. Most of the time, a badge is
swapped one for one, but this can change based on the value of the
badge. If you are satisfied with a trade, it is a good trade. If you are
not satisfied with a trade, make sure you say no.
A top recommendation of the badge swapping trio is using a
few labelled plastic bags, this will help to separate the swap badges
from the badges you want to keep.
Badge swapping is a fun activity that comes with the chance
to collect many badges from different places. Everyone will collect
different badges from different events and places, like troop
badges, district badges, and activity badges. Keep in mind that
some badges are a part of sets, so you might have to put in some
extra effort into collecting them all.
The team’s number one tip for swapping is to make sure that
everyone leaves the trade feeling happy. If you are unsure about a
trade, come down to the Heritage Centre to get advice from the badge
swappers and see their museum collection of badges. Happy trading!

Ask the Moderator

How long did it
take to fully set up
VicJam?
Dominic, Unit 113
To quote Jon Willis:
we never said it
would be “fully” set
up.
Are there any dogs
at VicJam and how
many?
Jasmine, Unit 113
We believe there
are six, plus Unit
123 has a Patrol of
Rats and a Patrol
of Narwhals.
Why?
Henry, Unit 223
Who is Ezra?
Otto, Unit 223
Who am I?
Ezra, Unit 223
Dear Welfare.
Please check in on
Unit 223. We think
it’s the heat.
Why is VicJam so
stupidly hot?
Tom, Unit 238
People say that to
me too. “Why am
you so stupidly
hot?”

What is the area of
the entire VicJam
site?
Neel, Unit 113
It’s pie R squared
minus E = M C
squared + the
number you first
thought of.
Why can’t Scouts
go into the Leader
Café?
Levi, Unit 217
Because they’re not
Leaders?
Who is your
Scouting role
model?
Carly, Unit 217
It’s a toss-up
between Bear
Grylls and Gary
Steinhardt.
If you stack one
lasagna on top
of another is it
now one or two
lasagnes?
Reef, Unit 226
It is two lasagnae.
Why do they give us
apples?
Tom, Unit 238
To keep the doctor
away.

Do you eat the
sticker on the
apple?
Josh, Radio
No. I save them.
You should see
my apple sticker
collection.
Do you ever get an
orange, stick a hole
in it and then suck
the inside out?
Errin, Unit 238
What kind of
parties do you go
to?
What was the best
or most memorable
Jamboree?
Elijah, Unit 219
VicJam is the
best Jamboree.
AJ2022 is the most
forgettable.
What happens to
bad Scouts?
Shrek’s Fingers,
Unit 207
They go to Scout
Hell (sometimes
called Branch).
What is the cricket
score?
Harry, Unit 244
England 68, Scott
Boland 6 for 7.

Where can we get
air conditioning?
Harry, Unit 244
I hang out in the
Scout Shop and
buy a small badge
every hour or so.
When was
Jamboree created
and who created
it?
Freya, Unit 135
“Jambo” means
“hello” in Swahili.
And “ree” means
“for Scouts, held
every three years,
in different States,
but Victorian
ones are the best
– and Cobargo
Jamborees are
pretty good too”.
Do we know how
many typos we will
find in the DLC?
Emma, Unit 121
Speeling mistrakes
and grammer
erras. Us?
Who is your
favourite
youtuber?
Amelia, Venturer
It’s a toss-up
between Scout
Quest and the
JamCams.

What came first,
the chicken or the
egg?
Rose, Unit 209
The rooster.
Will Mr Beast from
Squid Game take
over YouTube?
Isaac, Unit 204
Mr Beast? Never
heard of him.
Does pineapple
belong on pizza?
James, Unit 209
Or, to look at this
differently, does
pizza belong under
pineapple?
Why don’t people
like rats?
Billie, Unit 223
That’s not true. We
do like you.
What is the best
unit logo?
Harper, Unit 223
I’m guessing 223 …
am I right?
Can I eat the hay
bales?
Thomas, Unit 106
Depends. Are you a
cow?

Why do we have a
cardboard cutout
of Shane?
Ezhi, Unit 233
To match the
cardboard cutout
of Rod Byrnes (or is
that actually him?)
Why do the
showers take so
long to heat up?
Robbie, Unit 246
To quote Jon Willis:
we never said there
would be “hot”
showers.
Why don’t the
showers have a
cold switch?
Cate, Unit 244
Because Robbie
from 246 says
they’re too cold.
Why were there so
many fireworks?
Was it to scare us?
Beau, Unit 246
No. It was just to
scare you.

Are you God?
Alistair, Unit 226
No, I’m not
even a State
Commissioner.
Why do we have to
sit on the hard and
dusty ground at the
main arena?
Sophie, Unit 244
To quote Jon Willis:
we never promised
you “soft clean”
ground.
How many aliens
have invaded
VicJam so far?
Finn, Unit 206
Let’s see … there’s
the Breakfast
Patrol on 107.3 FM,
the Catering Team,
about half of Unit
123, and next week
is CubJam.
Why isn’t there a
pool here?
Will, Unit 244
To quote Jon Willis:
we never promised
there would be
“water”.

Send
your
questions, news
and photos to
dlc@vicjam.com.au
Or drop in to the
offices of DLC.

VicJam in the news

VicJam Souvenir Poster
Our latest VicJam souvenir is on sale at the
Scout Shop from TOMORROW.
This collector’s edition of the aerial
photo of VicJam costs $5 including a
cardboard tube to get it home safely.

Or - if your parents are collecting it on
Visitors Days - without a tube, it’s just $2.
PHOTO Tim Whitehead

Special gear on site have special permits.
For example, the blacksmith’s forge has
a permit with conditions re wind and
temperature. The drone is operated under
a commercial licence in liaison with the
VicJam Event Management Centre.
Please wear footwear at all times around
the site except when you’re asleep, in the
shower, or on rare activities like bits of
Water World.

Unit 114 from Echuca learning about badge swapping
From left: Michael , Cody, Kaitlin, Emily B, Emily M and Shanae
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VICJAM FIGJAM

6 PEOPLE WHO

Photo COLLETTE LARK

Travelled the shortest and longest distances.
By TARA ROYSTON & IZZY LIU
Photos VANESSA HAM & CADEL McCOLL

Chief Director Jon Willis may not be sure...
But we think VicJam FigJam is the ideal
gift or souvenir.
Or sew it on your camp blanket.
VicJam FigJam is a Scout Shop exclusive.
Just 300 jars at $10 each.
They will sell out fast.

Shortest

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
for today...
Turning 14
Turning 11

Manon, Unit, 223

Turning 12

Ethan, Unit 136 (Kyabram)

Benji, Unit 225
Nicholas, Unit 221

Literally cant wait for the water
activities.

Turning 13

Nate, Unit 115
Sasthi, Unit 221

Poppy, Unit 114 (Echuca)
Excited to explore Echuca

Jack, Unit 123
Noah, Unit 215

Turning 15

Ark, Marketing:
Newspaper and
Photography

Turning 18+

Greg Speare,
Program: Onsite
Water World
Margaret Keech,
CubJam

The most excited Scout?
Story COLLETTE LARK
Photo ADAM PATCHING

Genevieve, Unit 107 (Alcheringa)
It’s too hot! We should all go home.

Longest
Claire, Unit 217 (Mildura)
I’m excited to go to fun fields!

Forest’s Café will temporarily close
while they move the apostrophe
that is stopping more than one
leader entering at a time.

Torin, Unit 205 (Greenbank, Qld)

Is Liam from Unit 133 the most excited
Scout at VicJam?
At the opening ceremony he
explained:
“I am SO excited about EVERYTHING!
“The activities, the performances, the
FOOD - I’m just so excited!
“I have only eaten a sausage all day,
but I don’t care.”
More than 20 months meeting on
Zoom is enough for this Scout: at VicJam
he is living his best life and making
unforgettable memories.

Looking forward to getting to the
water slides and getting wet.

Liam, Unit 220 (East
Bairnsdale)
I’m excited for the water
activities.

Order your
souvenir edition
of DLC now
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Day 1 of
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to depart
Off-site buses were scheduled
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between 7.30 and 10 am – heading
Bicycle
over the state, from Bendigo for
Theme
Adventure, to Whittlesea’s Funfields
by the
Park and from the Echuca Explorer
for Wet
Murray River to Lake Nagambie
Wild and Windy.
At the Wet Wild and Windy Adventure,
based
Scouts rotate through five waterboards
activities: sailing; stand-up paddle
park; a
and kayaks; an on-water aqua
swimming
30-metre giant water slide; and
Windy is
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themselves.”
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This is a special dust free, crinkle free,
clean edition. And full of fabulous
memories of VicJam, including bonus
coverage of the closing ceremony
and move-out as a wrap-around.
www.vicjam.com.au/merch
$29.95 including shipping*
*Australia only

D LC

To celebrate the launch of VicJam there
was an incredible opening ceremony
down at the arena, and it was all
performed by high level players! There
was even a cameo from past games in
the series, and a couple of characters
crossed over from some music games
to boost the soundtrack, which was sick.
Our Main Missions loaded up
overnight, so our team got to take on
our first level – Vertical World. It was
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like a next gen VR experience and the
graphics were seriously next level! It’s
an exploration-based level, but your
reaction timing has to be spot on if you
want to get your whole team through
with full health.
The coolest bit was making it to the
top and seeing the whole main map
from up high! There’s a huge tactical
advantage from up there, you can see
other teams’ bases and even other
levels! I can’t wait to explore more of
the map.

